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Bear River Bulletin March/April 2016 

Candidate Open Forum 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 

10:00 AM  

Tish Non Community Center 

Write-In Candidate 

Forms to be received no later than 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Official Tribal Election 

Saturday, March 26, 2016 

8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 WUSA Meeting 

March 16, 2016 at 6:00 PM 

 GRID Alternatives 

 March 15th at 10:00 AM 

Important Dates 

For more information on the Easter Party please contact Brenda Bowie 



Dear Tribal Members: 

On March 26th, you will elect a new Tribal Chairperson. Serving as your Chairman has 

been a privilege and it is now time for me to step aside and return full time as your Direc-

tor of Gaming.  Tribal Council has established an Election Committee to work with the 

League of Women Voter's to involve and educate interested tribal members in the elec-

tion process.  This is a very exciting development for the Tribe. 

This will be my last official communication as your Tribal Chairman.  The last three years 

have been both challenging and fruitful.  Despite adversity and negativism, Tribal Council 

has established policies to provide transparency and equality for all Tribal Members.  As 

a whole, we have learned to believe in each other and a better future for our children.   

I am proud of the accomplishments that we have achieved as the Bear River Band of 

Rohnerville Rancheria.  I would like to thank you for your support during my term as 

Chairman and encourage you to VOTE in the upcoming election.   

William Sand 
Tribal Chairman 

Chairman’s Corner 



2016 

If you or someone you know is 

graduating this year please contact 

the Trista Clark, Higher Education  

Department  

(707) 733-1900 ext. 298 

 

 

8th Grade 

High School  

College   

Graduates 

Submit the following 

information: 

 Name 

 School 

 Grade 

 Contact information 

Important Information 

Information re-

questing is im-

portant and 

needed ahead 

of time to plan 

for the Gradu-

ation dinner 

and gifts 





Employment  

Bear River Band 

 ICWA Advocate/Clinical 

Care Coordinator 

 Smoke Shop Cashier/Barista 

 Social Services Director 

Gaming Agency 

 Surveillance Officer 

Casino 

 Experienced Table Games 

Dealer 

 General Ledger Account 

 Guest Room Attendant 

 Host 

 HR Recruiter/Trainer 

 Marketing Coordinator 

 Player Development Host 

 Porter 

 Security Officer 

 Transportation Driver 

In addition to fun and challenging 

work in a fast-paced atmos-

phere, Bear River Casino Hotel 

offers full-time team members a 

generous benefits package in-

cluding medical, dental, vision, 

401(k) and PTO. 

 

Our online application process 

works best with an active email 

address.  

Employment requires passing a 

pre-employment drug screen 

and a gaming background 

check. Some positions have ad-

ditional pre-employment require-

ments. 

For more information contact 

Human Resources Department. 

David Montoya 

Executive Director of Tribal Operations 
Dear Members of the Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria  

Hello. My name is David Montoya and I cannot express how excited I am to 

begin work as the Executive Director of Tribal Operations for your tribe. It is 

quite an honor, and a responsibility I take with great love, humility, and seri-

ousness.  

I have been working with tribal communities for nearly two decades, mostly 

giving legal advice. Some of the most interesting projects I have worked on 

include assisting the Tribal Law and Order Commission while working as 

the Research Analyst at UCLA’s American Indian Studies Center, education 

development at the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians, and protecting tribal 

cultural property. It always warms my heart when I can see the result of 

hard work produce positive changes for tribal communities; I promise to 

give my all to the Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria so that every 

tribal member may also see positive changes as a result of my efforts.  

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for this opportunity. Please feel free 

to come by my office at any time. I would like the opportunity to say hello to 

each tribal member and learn more about the community. 

Best,  

David Montoya 

Member of the Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo 



Election Committee  
Dear Tribal Members, 
 

Bear River has created a new Election Committee that will be work-
ing with the League of Women Voters in the upcoming and future 
elections. This committee was formed to create transparency of the 
election process for our Tribe. The election committee will be work-
ing closely with the League of Women Voters, instead of Tribal 
Council, to provide a fair and transparent outlook on the upcoming, 
and future, elections.  
 
Every election will consist of new members on the election commit-
tee to keep a consistent transparency. 
 
For the upcoming election on March 26, 2016, the election commit-
tee is represented by Celeste Ruiz, Crystal Sand, Alicia Carter, 
Jesse Sherman, and Charmin Bailey.  If you have any questions 
regarding the committee, please feel free to contact us.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Tribal elections! 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Celeste Ruiz 

Crystal Sand 

Alicia Carter 

Charmin Bailey 

Jesse Sherman 

Non-Point Source 
Pollution 

Today, polluted runoff is the 

source of most of the con-

tamination in the nation’s 

waters. Heavy rains and 

melting snow pick up pollu-

tants and transport them 

downhill toward the nearest 

body of water or leach 

through the soil, carrying 

pollutants toward ground 

water supplies. 

Runoff from an urban or 

suburban area, for example, 

is likely to contain the fol-

lowing: 

 • Fertilizer and pesticides 

leached from lawns  

• Oil and antifreeze washed 

off driveways  

• Bacteria and organic mat-

ter from pet waste 

• Sediment from construc-

tion sites. Runoff from 

farms, homes, or factories in 

rural areas can contain many 

of the same pollutants.  

Urban runoff is also charac-

terized by high storm flows 

and increased water temper-

atures. Multiplied by hun-

dreds or thousands of acres 

in a watershed, the cumula-

tive effect of polluted runoff 

can be devastating to the re-

ceiving waters downstream. 
(Source: https://cfpub.epa.gov/

npstbx/files/getnstepguide.pdf) 

 

. 



Electronic Waste 

Recycling 

The Environmental and 

Natural Resources De-

partment still offers free 

Electronic Waste recy-

cling. Feel free to drop 

off your e-waste at the 

ENR department on 

the pallets next to the 

big storage containers, 

if you would like your e-

waste picked up you 

may call Kayla San Fil-

ippo (707) 733-1900 

x119 or Delanie Farn-

ham (707) 733-1900 

x165. Please no refrig-

erators unless the Fre-

on has been removed. 

If you have any ques-

tions about what exact-

ly qualifies as e-waste, 

please call!  

 

(Graphic credit: CDC)  

EPA Department 

Pet vouchers for vaccination and spay & neuter are still available as 

well. These vouchers can be used at Riverwalk Veterinary or Ferndale 

& Fortuna Veterinary. Please call Kayla San Filippo at the above listed 

number for questions or stop by the ENR office to pick one up. 

Spring Cleaning Tips for better Indoor Air Quality 

- Be weary of scented cleaning products and air ‘fresheners’ as 

these can trigger asthma and allergic reactions 

-If you are prone to indoor allergens, switch to a HEPA filter vac-

uum, make sure it does not say ‘HEPA-like’ 

-  Ventilate, open a few windows for at least a 5 minutes a day 

- Check your filters to be sure they’re clean: in heaters, cooling 

systems, air purifiers, etc. 

 

Tips to discourage ticks from your yard 

 

-Clear tall brush and grass from around home 

-Mow lawn often  

-Keep pathways clear of overhanging branches or plants that you have 

to brush past 











Housing Report 
Tish Non Multi-Family Element:  Housing Department has submit-

ted an application for ICDBG FY 2015 grant on October 13, 2015. 

The competition for funds was strong and there was a large num-

ber of high quality applications that were taken under considera-

tion. However, I regret to inform you that our application was not 

selected for funding. The point cutoff for funded applications was 

90 and we received a final rating of 89 points.  

Housing Department is preparing for ICDBG FY 2016 grant. The 

planned project is to begin development Tish Non Village Apart-

ments Phase I on existing infrastructure development (end of Bow-

ie Road) was funded principally by HUD Rural Innovation Fund 

grant of $300,000. Tish Non Village Apartments will be developed 

in two phases with the support of the ICDBG Grant FY 2016 and 

2017 if awarded. These 16 units; 4 buildings will be located at the 

end of Bowie Road. They will be, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, low income, 

and energy efficient units complete with all appliances.  

This project will be carried out and administered through the Bear 

River Development Commission, a Community Based Develop-

ment Organization (CBDO).  The proposed project has been identi-

fied by CBDO, the Tribal Community and Tribal Leaders to be a 

priority with the aim of reducing the number of families that are ac-

cess impaired, homeless, overcrowded, and that have multiple 

families sharing a single home 

Basayo Village 
Court  

Vacant units are available and 

Tribal members are encouraged 

to apply.  Over income families 

can now apply. Remember we 

are also accepting Priority 2 ap-

plicants (non-Tribal parents of 

Tribal children), Priority 3 appli-

cants (other Native American In-

dian), and Priority 4 all others, 

but these will only be served af-

ter all Priority 1 (Tribal head of 

household) applications are 

placed in units. 

Basayo Village Courts, Fortuna CA 

Tish Non Village Parking Lot, Loleta, CA  

Off Site Rentals 
Now Accepting Applications for 

one- 3 Bedroom 2 bath 2 car gar-

age Home. This Rustic Home is 

located close to Bear River Casi-

no and amenities. For further in-

formation contact Housing De-

partment (707) 733-1900 Ext. 

231 or 228. 

Charmin Bailey, Housing Director  



TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

266 Keisner Road Loleta CA 95551 * 707-733-1900 ext. 293 * wendellfreeman@brb-nsn.gov 

 

 

Transit Service started in the Tish-Non community July 2015.  Current service runs Monday – Friday 

with two trips in the morning in each direction and two trips in the early evening in each direction.  The 

route connects 11th & N Street in Fortuna to College of the Redwoods with a few stops in between, 

including our stops located directly in front of the community center/tribal office and across the street 

from the Bear River Tobacco Traders and Coffee.  Please feel free to contact the Transportation De-

partment for more detailed route information. 

BASAYO RESIDENTS….WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

As you know, if you live in our Basayo apartments, transit service is difficult to access due to the dis-

tance between your residence and the connecting line that brings you to Tish-Non.  We have a solu-

tion.  Please contact Wendell with details on how you can help bring the bus closer to home! 

 

Bus passes are available for qualified tribal members through the Transportation Department.  Please 

contact the department to see how you can get connected! 

 

Please welcome Lisa McGinnis back to our team.  We are glad to have you back Lisa! 

Our Team! 

Wendell Freeman 

Transportation Director 

Sheila Moon-Weist  

Van Driver 

Lisa McGinnis  

Van Driver 

 

TRANSIT SERVICE 

BUS PASS PROGRAM 

Transportation Department Team 



 

 

 

The primary role of the Transportation department is to transport tribal members to and from medical ap-

pointments.  Our services prioritize elders first, children (with parent or guardian) second and all others 

third. 

In addition to providing transportation to medical related appointments the department assists tribal mem-

bers with other important appointments such as behavior health, social services and AOD.   

It is important that tribal members attempting to schedule rides understand that it is their responsibility to 

contact the department 48 hours in advance of any appointments to check for availability.  Last minute 

requests for transportation may be denied based on availability of drivers and the current schedule.  

At the time appointments are scheduled we block out the anticipated time on our schedule to accommo-

date each appointment.  Tribal members that have appointments scheduled with us for a ride must under-

stand that we are only transporting for the appointment you have prearranged.  Adding additional stops to 

a scheduled appointment at the time of the appointment may be denied based on driver availability and 

the current schedule. 

 

 

United Indian Health Services Medi-Cal patients that schedule a ride with the transportation department 

will now be asked to fill out a patient Release of Information form between Bear River Band of Rohnerville 

Rancheria and UIHS.  The Transportation Department will be requesting 3 specific pieces of information in 

regard to patients.  

1. Request for your medical record number from the clinic 

2. Confirmation that you are a Medi-Cal covered patient 

3. Confirmation that each appointment we take you to is covered under Medi-Cal 

We will never receive information about your appointments or you personally except what is covered in 1-

3 above.  Your treatment will never be divulged to the tribe. 

The purpose of our request is so that the tribe can be reimbursed for our mileage and time to transport 

you to a Medi-Cal covered appointment.  In doing so, we are able to put money back in our pockets for 

services we are already providing to you. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the new Medi-Cal program the tribe is participating in please 

feel free to contact the Transportation Department.  

 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES/SCHEDULING RIDES 

MEDI-CAL PATIENTS 



Earth Day 

Event 

Please come join us for 
a Earth Day activities, 
prizes, raffle and fun! 

(More details to come) 
We will be celebrating 
Earth Day early to al-

low more kids to partic-
ipate during Spring 

Break we hope to see 
you all there at the Tish 
Non Community Center 

 
 
 

Earth Day 

Event: Friday, 

April 15th at 

noon 

Importance of Wetlands 
Flood Protection 

Wetlands function as natural sponges that trap and slowly release 

surface water, rain, snowmelt, groundwater and flood waters. 

Trees, root mats and other wetland vegetation also slow the speed 

of flood waters and distribute them more slowly over the floodplain. 

This combined water storage and braking action lowers flood heights 

and reduces erosion. Wetlands within and downstream of urban are-

as are particularly valuable, counteracting the greatly increased rate 

and volume of surface-water runoff from pavement and buildings. 

The holding capacity of wetlands helps control floods and prevents 

water logging of crops. Preserving and restoring wetlands together 

with other water retention can often provide the level of flood control 

otherwise provided by expensive dredge operations and levees. The 

functions of a wetland and the values of these functions to humans 

depend on a complex set of relationships between the wetland and 

the other ecosystems in the watershed. A watershed is a geographic 

area in which water, sediments and dissolved materials drain from 

higher elevations to a common low-lying outlet or a basin point on a 

larger stream, lake, underlying aquifer or estuary. (Source: http://

www.epa.gov/wetlands/why-are-wetlands-important) 



Solar Panel  

Installation 
GRID Alternatives has received 

funding to install solar panels 

on three homes in Tish Non 

Village.  The tentative date is 

September 30, 2016.  If you 

are interested in having solar 

panels installed on you will 

need to fill out an application.  

Maggie Graham, GRID Alterna-

tives, will be at the Tish Non 

Community Center Tuesday 

March 15th at 10 am.   She will 

give a presentation about GRID 

and the benefits of solar ener-

gy.  She will also help partici-

pants update their current ap-

plications or start a new one.   

 

You will need the following in-

formation to participate in the 

program.  A current PG&E bill, 

and tax returns for 2016. 

 

This program is for low to mod-

erate income.    

 

If you have any questions con-

tact Edwin Smith at (707)834-

6480.   

Elders Better Balance & Fall Preven-
tion Program Event 
The Social Services Department and Elder Advocate Barry Brenard 

would like to thank everyone who participated in making the Elders 

Better Balance & Fall Prevention event a success. Elders participat-

ed in various activities to assess their mobility, balance, and lower 

body strength on Friday, February 19 and received consultations and 

personalized exercise recommendations the following Friday. These 

assessments will assist in preventing potentially dangerous falls. We 

would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Justus Ortega and 

his students from the Humboldt State University Biomechanics 

Lab who performed this valuable service to our community el-

ders with smiles and sensitivity.  

Thank you to all who participated in supporting Bear River tribal el-

ders at this event and for working towards the common goal of a 

happy, healthy community! 



Healthy Families Updates 
December 2015: 

The December Healthy Families Class was a fam-

ily fun activity of creating Christmas ornaments to 

decorate homes for the holiday. We had a great 

turnout of tribal community members of all ages, and it was exciting 

to see so many families laughing and working together. Thank you to 

all the Tribal families who shared their creativity, imagination, and 

stories with each other!!! 

January 2016: 

In January, Carla Giovannetti presented “Values That Shape Your 

Child’s Future” to the Healthy Families community. Participants 

learned helpful tips and strategies to support the physical and emo-

tional well-being of our tribal youth. The Social Services Department 

would like to thank Carla for her dedication to the Bear River commu-

nity and its healthy development. We would also like to thank the 

tribal community for taking the time to invest time and energy into 

ensuring the most positive outcomes for our youth! They are the fu-

ture! 

February 2016: 

The February Healthy Families class was held on March 2 and con-

sisted of making crafts to decorate tribal homes for St. Patrick’s Day. 

It was great to see happy youth and adults working alongside one 

another and sharing in the experience. Thank you for coming out and 

participating in this family-fun event and modeling what a connected 

community can look like! These classes wouldn’t be a success with-

out your continuing commitment!!! 

March 2016: 

The March Healthy Families class will be a QPR (Question, Per-

suade, Refer) Training on suicide prevention, presented by UIHS. 

This training will provide practical strategies that could help increase 

overall well-being in our tribal community. The QPR mission is to re-

duce suicidal behaviors and save lives by providing innovative, prac-

tical, and proven suicide prevention training. The signs of crisis are 

all around us. QPR believes that quality education empowers all peo-

ple, regardless of their background, to make a positive difference in 

the life of someone they know. This class will be for adults only given 

the sensitive nature of the topic. Please join us in our collaborative 

efforts to support the emotional needs and well-being of the Bear 

River community.  

Healthy Families 

As always, Snacks and 

Raffle Prizes will be 

available!!! 

We hope to see return-

ing faces and new ones 

as well! 

For more information or 

transportation, please 

contact Elizabeth Rienzi 

in the Social Services 

Department at (707) 599

-7965. 

 

Please look on the So-

cial Services Depart-

ment Bulletin Board 

outside of the Depart-

ment offices for the 

March and April 

Healthy Families Class 

Flyers and for future 

event details.  

 

We Hope to See You! 



Bear River Library 
Big news in the library! The Bear River Cultural department and 

Wiyot Tribe have finished the Wiyot storybooks. They are ready to 

be handed out. If you would like a set please stop by the library or 

give us a call at 707-733-1900 ext. 234 so we can mail them to 

you. There will be a limit to one set per household with Tribal 

youth. We also still have copies of “The original patriots” by Chag 

Lowry. Within the next month the library will have a listening center 

that both youth and adults can use. This will allow youth and adults 

to listen to books and while following along with the paper copy of 

the book. We will also have playaways that will be available check 

out. These are similar to MP3 players, instead of music they have 

books prerecorded on them. We are also hoping to start a book 

club for adults! Please let the librarian know if this is something that 

would interest you.  

Dr. Suess 
Day 

 

March 11, 2016 

2:30 PM & 3:30 PM 

Bear River Library 

For more information con-

tact the Library (707) 733-

1900 ext. 234  

Photo Caption 

Photo Caption 



Bear River Bulletin 

Help Bear River be more 

environmentally con-

scious by reducing our 

use of paper as well as 

cut down on costs of 

postage and printing by 

signing up for the E-

Newsletter, Direct depos-

it for Per Capita and E-

Billing. Sign up for the 

Bear River Bulletin E-

Newsletter by contacting 

Teresa McGinnis at te-

resamcginnis@brb-

nsn.gov or (707) 733-

1900 ext. 154.  

Please attach a voided check or deposit slip and return this form to Accounts Payable  



Contact Us 

Teresa McGinnis 

Communication 

Director 

266 Keisner Road 

Loleta, CA 95551 

Ph. (707) 733-1900 

Fax (707) 733-1972 

Email: teresamcgin-

nis@brb-nsn.gov 

Visit us on the web 

at www.brb-

nsn.gov 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________ 

Signature (Required)        Date 

 

________________________________   _______________  _______________ 

Printed Name as it appears on the Tribal Roll  Roll Number    Phone Number  

 

I request that my address be changed to the following: 

C/O_____________________________ Relationship_________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

Member Signature Required________________________________________________ 

I request that my minor child’s address be changed to the following:  

Child’s name___________________________ Roll # ____________C/O_________________ 

Relationship___________________ Address____________________________  

 

Member Signature Required _________________________________________ 

Change of Address 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 

266 Keisner Road 

Loleta, CA 95551 


